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SUPPLEMENT 

TO 

LAWS AFFECTING THE REGULATION 

OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 



Water pipe in town: consent to adjoining city or 
village. Section 819d. It shall be lawful for any town, 
acting by and through its town board, to grant to any city 
or village adjoining such town, the right in the building or 
extension of the water system of any such city or village, to 
lay and install in any street or highway in such town, sub- 
ject to the rights of abutting property owners, water mains 
and sewers. Provided, further, if any such permission or 
authority be so granted or may have heretofore been granted 
by any town, and pursuant thereto water main laid in any 
street or highway in such town and abutting property 
owners shall have been permitted to connect with such main 
and use water therefrom, such water main or the use thereof 
shall not be removed or discontinued, except as to use of 
water for nonpayment of water charges, without the con- 
sent of the town board of the town granting such permission 
and authority. 

Ch. 389, 1913. 

Emergency tax; protection of village utility property. 

Section 893 (32). Whenever by reason of any flood, freshet, 
fire or other sudden emergency the municipal lighting plant, 
waterworks plant, sewerage system or other municipal prop- 
erty shall be in danger of damage, injury or destruction, or 
the municipal dam, roadway or turnpike shall be in danger 
of being damaged or destroyed, the village board may levy a 
tax for the purpose of repairing or completing any such prop- 
erty or preventing the destruction thereof, and when so levied 
may borrow money in anticipation of such tax and forthwith 
proceed to protect, complete and conserve the municipal prop- 
erty. The official acts of any village board heretofore per- 
formed for the purpose of the conservation of the municipal 
property, exercised in good faith in any such emergency, as 
described in the foregoing act, are hereby validated; provided, 
that this act shall not affect any pending litigation. 
Gh. 340, 1915. 

Laying of mains and service pipes in streets to be 
improved. Section 910. 1. Whenever the village board 
shall have ordered the grading, paving, macadamizing or other 
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improvement of any street or part of any street, it may cause 
water and sewer mains, or either of them, to be laid in any 
portion of such street so to be improved, after an estimate of 
the cost thereof, made by an engineer employed by the village, 
shall be on file with the clerk. Upon the completion of such 
work the clerk shall file in his office a correct and certified 
statement of the total cost of such work and thereupon the board 
may levy a tax for the whole or any part of such cost, exclusive 
of the cost of street and alley crossings, upon the property 
adjoining such portion of such street, proportioned to the 
frontage. 

2. Whenever the board shall have ordered the grading, pav- 
ing, macadamizing or other improvement of any street or part 
of any street, it may also order water service pipes and house 
drains or either of them to be laid in such portion of such street 
at the cost of the property fronting on such street, from the 
respective mains to the curb line of each side thereof at intervals 
of not less than twenty feet The village clerk shall thereupon 
give notice to the owner of the property adjoining such portion 
of such street, by publication thereof in some newspaper pub- 
lished in said village for one week or if there be no newspaper 
published in said village then a copy of such notice shall be 
posted in three public places in said village requiring them to 
do such work opposite their respective pieces of land according 
to a plan and specifications therefor on file in the office of the 
village clerk; if any such owner shall refuse or neglect to do 
said work within ten days after such publication or fifteen days 
after the posting of such notice, the village board may cause 
the same to be done. Upon the completion of said work the 
clerk shall file in his office a correct and certified statement of 
the cost of such work done opposite each piece of property 
fronting on said portion of said street and thereupon the board 
may levy a tax for the whole or any part of such cost upon the 
respective pieces of property adjoining said portion of said 
street. 

3. Every such tax levied pursuant to this section shall be a 
lien upon said respective pieces of land from the date of order- 
ing such work and shall be entered by the clerk in the tax roll 
as a special tax against said respective pieces of property and 
collected in all respects like other village taxes upon real estate; 
provided, however, that the provisions of section 914b shall 
extend to all work provided for in this section. 

Ch. 78, 1915. 

Division of property between towns and villages. 

Section 925e. 1. Whenever a town owning a town house 
or other physical property has heretofore had or shall here- 
after have any portion of its territory set off and incorporated 
into a village, such property shall be divided between them 
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in the proportion that the assessed value of that portion of 
such village formerly embraced in such town bears to the 
whole assessed value of said town at the last assessment 
prior to the incorporation of such village. 

2. If such property so held is real estate it shall belong 
to the municipality in which it is situated, provided that any 
electric lighting and water plant established and owned ac- 
cording to section 959-70/n of the statutes, including any 
dam, power house, power transmission lines, and other 
structures or property operated and used in connection there- 
with, whether within or beyond the limits of the municipality, 
shall belong to the municipality wherein light and water 
from such plant are primarily furnished and used for public 
purposes; and such municipality shall pay to the other its 
proportion of the value thereof, on the basis fixed by sub- 
section 1 of this section. 

3. If the boards of said village and town cannot agree 
upon the value of such real estate or plant or upon the value 
of any indivisible property held jointly the board of either 
of them may, upon five days' notice of the time and place 
given to the board of the other, apply to the county judge 
of the county in which the town and village or some part of 
either thereof is situated for the appointment of three arbi- 
trators, who shall be freeholders of the county and not 
residents or taxpayers of such village or town, who shall, 
after being sworn to faithfully perform the duties imposed 
upon them, view the property and appraise and fix the 
value thereof for the purposes of such division; and in case 
of personal property, if no satisfactory arrangement for the 
division of it can be otherwise made, such appraisers may 
order the same to be sold at public auction to the highest 
bidder at such time and place as they may direct and after 
giving such public notice as they may prescribe, the village 
or either town may buy at such sale. 

4. If the village and town boards agree upon the division 
of such property or a finding is made by the arbitrators they 
shall file with the clerk of the village which shall be found 
by such agreement or finding to be the debtor of the other 
a written statement signed by them respectively showing 
the amount of such indebtedness, which shall be charged 
against such debtor corporation, and which if not paid other- 
wise shall be added by the clerk thereof to the next tax roll 
of such town or village and paid by the treasurer thereof 
to the treasurer of the corporation entitled to receive it. 
It shall then be the duty of the proper officers of the corpora- 
tion to whom such payment is made to execute a conveyance 
of the property to which the town or village making such 
payments is entitled by such agreement or finding. 

Ch. 425, 767, 1913. 
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Municipally owned utility in cities of first class, 
disbursement of surplus revenues under budget sys- 
tem. Section 925^-162.* The head of any 

department, board or body, charged by law with the construction, 
extension, operation and maintenance of a municipally owned 
public utility may in addition to the sums provided in the budget 
expend sums from time to time out of the surplus revenues of 
such public utility whenever it is deemed necessary so to do in 
order to maintain its service to the public when authorized by 
the common council of such city by resolution formally adopted 
by the affirmative vote of three-fourths of all the aldermen, 
specifying in said resolution the amount or amounts so ap- 
propriated and the purpose or purposes for which such sum 
or sums have been appropriated. Whenever such resolution 
shall have been adopted by the common .council, and before the 
expenditure of any sum or sums so appropriated by it, a copy 
of such resolution shall be certified to the comptroller of said 
city 

Gh. 327, 1915 

Power of city council to contract for utility service; 
indeterminate contract. Section 925-52 (34). To pro- 
vide for lighting the streets, public grounds and buildings with 
gas or otherwise, and heating buildings with steam or other- 
wise, and for furnishing light and heat to the inhabitants of 
such city, upon such terms as may be provided by ordinance; 
and for such purpose may own and operate its own lighting 
and heating plants, or contract by ordinance or otherwise 
with any person, persons, company or corporation, supply- 
ing service in said city for a term not exceeding ten years at 
any one time, or for an indeterminate term if the prices for 
such service be subject to adjustment at intervals not greater 
than five years, at such price, on such terms and subject to 
such limitations as may be prescribed by such ordinance or 
contract; provided, that the foregoing provision for furnish- 
ing light and heat to the inhabitants shall not apply to 
cities of the first class. Any contract made in accordance 
with the provisions of this section shall be subject to all 
the provisions of section 1797/n-l to section 1797/n-109, 
inclusive. 

Gh. 490, 1915. 

Works, how operated. Section 925-95. In cities which 
own a lighting plant or waterworks, or both, such lighting 
plant or waterworks, or both, may be operated under the 
direction of the board of public works or by a commission, 



»Ch. 327 repeals sees. 925^-1 60, 925^-161, and 925$r-162 and creates three new 
similarly numbered sections relating to the appropriation and adoption of financial 
budgets in cities of the first class. 
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to be determined by ordinance of the common council, 
to consist of the mayor, three citizens, and one alderman to 
be appointed by the mayor. 

Three citizens of commission, how elected. Section 
925-95a. The common council of any city which shall 
have determined to have a commission as provided in the 
foregoing section, shall at the first regular meeting of the 
council thereafter, elect by ballot, by a majority, three 
citizens whose terms of office shall expire on the first Tuesday 
of October, one in the year of his election, one in the year 
following the year of his election, and one in the second 
year following the year of his election, and thereafter, at 
the expiration of the term of each commissioner, one shall 
be elected by the council each year on the first Tuesday of 
October for a term of three years and until his successor is 
elected and qualified. 

Accounts, audit by Commission.. Section 925—956. 
When the lighting plant or waterworks, or both, in cities of 
the third or fourth class are operated under the direction 
of a commission, as provided in the preceding sections, all 
accounts against the light or water department, or both, 
shall be audited by such commission, and, if approved, 
shall be paid by orders upon the city treasurer issued and 
signed by the president and secretary of the commission. 

Ch. 490, 661, 1913. 

Separate fund. Section 925-95c. In cities of the third 
or fourth class which own a lighting plant or waterworks, or 
both, the city treasurer shall keep as a separate fund all 
income and revenue derived from such lighting plant or 
waterworks, or both, and any funds specially provided 
therefor by the common council, and pay therefrom all orders 
drawn upon him by the commission operating such plant 
or works. 

Ch. 490, 661, 1913. 

Prior payments validated. Section 925-95d. All 
orders heretofore drawn upon the city treasurer in cities 
of the third or fourth class and issued for lawful purposes 
by a commission operating a lighting plant or waterworks, 
or both, under the preceding sections, and all payments 
heretofore made by any city treasurer upon such orders, 
which are or might be invalid for the reason that the ac- 
counts to pay which such orders were drawn and paid, were 
not allowed by the common council of such city in the man- 
ner provided by statute for the allowance of claims and 
accounts against such city, are hereby declared to be legal 
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and valid to the extent that the same would have been had 
such accounts been allowed by the common council of such 
city. 

Ch. 661, 1913. 

Powers of commission. Section 925-95e. In cities of 
the third or fourth class the commission shall have power 
and authority: 

(1) To prescribe rules of order for the regulation of their 
own meetings and deliberations and alter, amend, or repeal 
the same from time to time as they shall see proper. 

(2) To enact, amend, and repeal all necessary rules and 
regulations for the government, operation, and maintenance 
of such plant or works and their employes. 

(3) To contract for and purchase all fuel, supplies, and 
repairs necessary for or incident to the proper operation and 
maintenance of such plant or works. 

(4) To enact, amend, and repeal all needful rules and 
regulations under which the patrons of such plant or works 
shall be served, subject to the approval of the city council 
and the control of the railroad commission, as provided by 
law. 

(5) To contract to purchase, construct, and install all 
extensions, additions, and alterations to such plant or works 
whenever the same shall have been ordered and funds pro- 
vided therefor by the city council. 

(6) To employ a superintendent for a period not to exceed 
one year under any one contract, and at a salary not to 
exceed fifteen hundred dollars per annum, unless a larger 
salary be expressly authorized by the common council. 

(7) To exercise all the powers necessarily incident to the 
powers herein conferred. 

Ch. 661, 1913. 

Public Utilities Law not affected. Section 925-95A 
Nothing contained in sections 925-956, 925-95c, 925-95d, or 
925-95e shall be construed to affect in any way the provisions 
of sections 1797m-l to 1797m-109, inclusive, of the statutes; 
and no part of section 925-45 referring to the examining of 
claims, countersigning of contracts or the examining and 
countersigning of city orders shall be construed in any way 
as affecting sections 925-956, 925-95c or 925-95e. It shall 
be the duty of the comptrollers in cities of the third class to 
examine the records of the commission and report to the 
council as the same may direct. 

Ch. 661, 704, 1913. 

Initial rates for public utility service; collection. 

Section 925-98. When cities own the waterworks, power 
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plant, lighting works, * * * heating plant or plants, or 
other public utility, the water rates or charges for lighting, 
power, * * * heating or other utility service shall be 
collected by the treasurer and be first devoted to the expense 
of maintaining and operating the works, paying the principal 
and interest of any indebtedness created in the construction 
or purchase thereof, and the balance, if any, shall be paid 
into the general fund. The common council of every city 
which shall construct or own and operate a power plaht, 
lighting works, waterworks, * * * heating plant or 
plants or other public utility to supply the city and its in- 
habitants with power, light, water, * * * heat, or 
other public utility service, may, by ordinance, fix the initial 
rates to be charged for light, power, water, * * * heat 
or such other service furnished the inhabitants thereof, and 
provide for the cbllection of the same either monthly, quar- 
terly or semiannually in advance or otherwise, provided 
such rates shall be uniform for like services in all parts of 
the city. The provisions of the next following section shall 
apply to the listing and collection of unpaid rates or charges 
for light, power, water, * * * heat or other public 
utility service so furnished so far as they are applicable. 
Ch. 300, 1915. 

Provisions apply only to city plants. Section 925-106. 
The preceding provisions relating to the construction of 
water mains or heating mains in whole or in part at the ex- 
pense of abutting property owners shall not apply except in 
cases where the city owns the works or plant or plants; 
and in cases where the waterworks or heating plant or plants 
are now owned or may hereafter be purchased by the city, 
the extension of mains after such purchase shall be made 
at the expense of the city at large, or at the expense of abut- 
ting property, as the council shall determine. 

Erection or purchase of municipal plant; referendum 
vote, ballot. Section 926-129. Before proceeding with 
the purchase or building of such light or waterworks the 
common council of such city shall by resolution passed and 
signed in the same manner as other resolutions are passed 
and signed, submit at any municipal or special election to 
the electors of such city, the question of the purchase or 
building of such light or waterworks, and such electors shall 
vote upon such question on a separate referendum ballot 
which shall be in the form and be marked as provided in sec- 
tions 6.22 and 6.23. 

Ch. 385, s. 16, 1915. 

Mortgage bonds; recitals. Section 926-130. If a 
majority of the ballots cast shall be in favor of the purchase 
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or building of such light or waterworks (as the case may be) 
the common council of such city may authorize the mayor 
and city clerk of such city to issue bonds for the payment 
of the unpaid portion of the purchase price or cost of con- 
struction of such light or waterworks, which bonds shall 
recite upon their face that the same are secured by a trust 
deed or mortgage upon the light, or waterworks so purchased 
or constructed, and that no municipal liability is created 
thereby, provided always, that such bonds shall bear interest 
not to exceed five per cent per annum payable semiannually, 
shall not be sold for less than par value, and shall be made 
payable at the option of such city in not less than five years 
from the date thereof and absolutely in not more than 
twenty years from the date thereof. 

Mortgage collateral exclusive; sinking fund. Section 
926-131. 1. To secure the payment of the principal and 
interest of such bonds and any bonds heretofore or hereafter 
issued by any city for the purchase of electric light or water- 
works, plants and appurtenances of such plants, the com- 
mon council of such city is hereby authorized to cause the 
mayor and city clerk of such city to execute to the purchasers 
of such bond, or to a trustee, selected by such common 
council, a trust deed or mortgage in such manner and form 
as such common council may by ordinance prescribe upon 
such light or waterworks so purchased or constructed, and 
upon all future additions and extensions thereto, which 
trust deed or mortgage shall, among other things, provide: 
that the lien of such trust deed or mortgage upon the property 
therein mentioned, and upon the income from such light 
or waterworks shall be the only security which the holders 
of such bonds shall have, and that by such trust deed or 
mortgage, and by such bonds, no municipal liability shall be 
created. 

2. That the income of such light or waterworks over and 
above the actual and necessary running expenses and neces- 
sary repairs shall be kept as a separate fund in the treasury 
of such city, out of which fund the interest on such bonds 
shall be paid as in said bond; provided, that out of the 
excess an amount equal to four per cent of the face value 
of such bonds shall be annually set aside as a sinking fund, 
and invested as other sinking funds of such city are invested 
to meet the principal of such bonds at maturity, and that 
the income in excess of such running expenses and repairs, 
interest and sinking fund, may be used for the extension 
and improvement of such light or waterworks, or otherwise 
as the common council may direct. 
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Ordinance granting franchise to be submitted to 
popular vote, when. Section 926-139. l (1) No ordinance 
for granting either a street railroad, electric lighting, gas, 
water or telephone franchise, or for the extension of the life of 
any such franchise, shall be operative in any city during the 
sixty days immediately following its adoption, and if, during 
that period a number of its qualified voters, equal to twenty 
percentum of the total number of votes cast at the last preceding 
city election shall file with the city clerk a written demand thflt 
the ordinance be submitted to a direct vote of the electors of 
such city, such ordinance shall not be valid or operative until 
it shall have been so submitted and approved by a majority of 
those voting upon it. 

(2) Each signer of said demand shall write his occupation 
and residence after his signature, the genuineness of which 
shall be proved by the adffidavit of a qualified voter. 

(3) Such submission shall be made at the next municipal 
election, or at a special election to be held within ninety days 
after the filing of the aforesaid demand, as the common council 
may determine and the conduct of the election and the form of 
the ballot shall conform to the provisions of chapter 6 so far as 
applicable. 

(4) This section shall not apply to the extension of any exist- 
ing line or system upon any street or highway if the term of 
such extension expires at the same time as the franchise of 
which it is a part. 

Ch. 385, s. 17, 1915. 

Water and light; condemnation; purchase; lease; 
accounting; collections; management; use of funds. 

Section 927-1. 1. For the construction and maintenance 
of waterworks for the supply of any city or village, existing 
under general or special charter, or the inhabitants thereof 
with water for protection against fire or for domestic use 
or sanitary purposes and for the construction and main- 
tenance of lighting works every such city or village and 
every corporation formed for such purpose under the laws 
of this state may acquire the title in fee simple to or such 
easement in or servitude upon all such lands as may be neces- 
sary for the construction or maintenance of such works and 
hold and use the same for that purpose. Such lands and 
interests therein may be acquired by such city or village 
and compensation made therefor in the manner provided in 
sections 895 to 904, inclusive, and by such corporations in 
the manner provided in the subdivision of chapter 87 entitled 
"acquiring land by right of eminent domain." Any such 
city or village, when authorized so to do by ordinance 
adopted by a vote of a majority of all the members of its 

iCh. 385, s. 17, 1915 consolidates and revises sections 926-139, 926-140, 926-141, 
926-142, and 926-143 into 926-139. 
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common council or board of trustees, after such ordinance 
has been submitted to a vote of the people and a majority 
have voted in favor thereof, may purchase or lease the water- 
works or lighting works, or both, owned by any corporation 
in such city or village and having a contract therewith for 
public service, or purchase or lease the interest of such cor- 
poration in such works, or obtain the control of such works 
by purchasing the stock of such corporation and keeping 
up its organization, and in any such case such council or 
board, by a majority vote, may provide for the payment of 
the purchase price by the issuance of bonds or otherwise in 
such manner as they may deem for the best interest of the 
city or village; and in such case such city or village shall 
provide, by appropriate ordinances, for a nonpartisan 
management of such works, and to that end may create a 
board of commissioners to be nonpartisan and elected by 
the council or board, fix the term of office of the members 
thereof and their salaries and invest such board of commis- 
sioners with appropriate powers. * * * The ordinance 
, or ordinances creating such board of commissioners may pro- 
vide that all accounts against the light or water department, or 
both, shall be audited by such commission, and, if approved, 
shall be paid by orders upon the city treasurer issued and 
signed by the president and secretary of the commission, and 
may provide that water rentals and other income of such de- 
partment may be paid to a bonded cashier or cashiers appointed 
by such commission, to be turned over to the city treasurer at 
least once a month; that the city treasurer shall keep as a sepa- 
rate fund all income derived from such waterworks or lighting 
plant, and of all disbursements therefrom, and such ordinance 
may confer on such commissioners any or all of the powers 
provided for in section 925-95e. 

2. Whenever any city under one hundred thousand popula- 
tion, incorporated under special charter, has heretofore created 
a board of waterworks commissioners under the provisions of 
subsection 1 of this section, and such board has conducted the 
affairs of such waterworks pursuant to any ordinance passed 
or professing to have been passed under the provisions of said 
subsection, the acts of such commissioners or a majority of 
them, pursuant to such ordinance, and any compensation for 
services heretofore paid to them or credited to them under the 
terms ofsych ordinance are hereby validated and legalized; pro- 
vided, such acts and the crediting and paying of such sal- 
aries are first approved and ratified by resolution adopted by 
a majority vote of the members elect of the council. 

3. The council ot any city, and the board of trustees of any 
village, owning or controlling any waterworks or lighting plant, 
or both, as provided in subsection 1 of this section, shall have 
full power to legislate with reference to the operation, manage- 
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ment and property thereof, and to control its finances, except 
in so far as such control has been delegated to such board of 
commissioners. 

4. Any city under general or special charter may use any 
funds derived from the operation of a waterworks or lighting 
plant over and above such as are necessary to meet operation, 
maintenance, depreciation, interest and sinking funds, new 
construction or equipment or other indebtedness, for the pur- 
pose of purchasing and holding interest bearing bonds issued 
for the acquisition of such works, or bonds issued by the United 
States or by any municipal corporation of this state. 

5. The provisions of subsections 1 to 4, inclusive, of this sec- 
tion shall apply to cities under special charter, anything con- 
tained in the charters of such cities to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing, but nothing contained in said subsections or charters shall 
be construed so as to repeal or modify any general law of this 
state providing for supervision and regulation of public utilities. 

Ch. 160, 1915. 

Municipal purchase *or lease; elections; limitations. 

Section 927-la. In villages or in cities of the fourth class 
elections under the provisions of section 927-1 or of section 
927-13 of the statutes shall not be held oftener than once a 
year; provided, however, that the provisions of this act shall not 
apply to any such village or city of the fourth class in which any 
proceedings were begun and pending, or any steps were taken, to 
hold any such election, prior to, or at the time of, the publication 
of said chapter 390, laws of 1915. 

Ch. 390, 591, 635 s. 5, 1915. 

Service outside corporate limits 'by municipal elec- 
tric plant; rates; taxation. Section 927-1/n. 1. Any 
city of the fourth class, however organized, owning and operat- 
ing an electric lighting and power plant may sell current for 
lighting and power purposes to persons, firms and corporations 
outside the corporate limits of such city, and may enter into 
contracts with any such persons, firms or corporations to fur- 
nish such current for lighting and power purposes for periods 
not exceeding twenty years, subject to review by the railroad 
commission. The rates for such service shall be subject to con- 
trol by the railroad commission. 

2. So much of the property of any such electric lighting or 
power plant as is located beyond the limits of the city owning 
the same and within the corporate limits of. any other town, 
city or village, and used for furnishing light or power to such 
other municipalities or the inhabitants thereof for profit, shall 
be subject to assessment and taxation under sections 51.43 to 
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51.49 of the statutes, and the city owning such electric lighting 
or power plant and furnishing such service shall be liable for 
the tax thereon. 
Ch. 162, 1915. 

Unpaid water and light bills to be entered in tax roll 
against property served. Section 927-4. On the * * * 
fifteenth day of November in each year the village or city 
treasurer or other officer authorized to audit and collect 
payments for the furnishing of water or lights by any village, 
however incorporated, or by any city under special charter to 
the inhabitants thereof * * * ma y certify and report 
to the village or city clerk of said village or city a list of all 
lots or parcels of real estate to which water or lights have been 
furnished by the village or city for the preceding year, the 
rentals whereof, being past due, remain unpaid, and the 
names of the owners and occupants of said real estate to 
whom said water or lights have been furnished. If such 
rentals or dues are not paid within * * * fifteen days 
thereafter, and if so certified, the village or city clerk shall 
insert the same in the tax roll as a delinquent tax against the 
property the occupants of which are so furnished with light 
or water, and such dues or rentals sh^ll be a lien on the real 
estate to which the said water or lights were furnished, 
* * * for all sums that have accrued during the preceding 
year and not paid as herein provided, and all proceedings in 
relation to the collection, return and sale of property for 
delinquent taxes shall apply to said tax. 

Ch. 239, 1915. 

Water and light commission of village or town; elec- 
tion; organization. Section 927-5. 1. Any town or vil- 
lage owning and operating lighting and water plants or either 
of them may establish a water and light commission. The 
question of establishing such commission shall be submitted 
to the voters of the town or village at any annual or duly 
called special * * * election upon a petition in writing 
therefor signed by at least twenty-five qualified voters of 
such town or village requesting that such question be sub- 
mitted to * * * such voters * * *. The petition 
shall be filed with the town or village clerk at least three weeks 
nor more than four weeks previous to the holding of any 
annual or special * * * election at which such question 
is to be submitted. Notice of the submission of such ques- 
tion shall be given in a manner provided for giving notice 
of a special * * * election. 

2. The vote upon such question shall be taken as directed by 
section 10.61. 

3. If a majority of the votes cast on this question are for, 
a commission then there shall be elected at any adjourned 
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or duly called special * * * election for that purpose 
a board of five commissioners. One of the commissioners 
so elected shall serve for a term of one year, one for two 
years, one for three years, one for four years, and one for 
five years, and until their successors are elected and qualified, 
and the terms of the respective commissioners shall be de- 
termined by lot at their first meeting. At each annual * * * 
election thereafter there shall be elected one commissioner 
for a term of five years and until his successor is elected and 
qualified. No person shall at the same time be a member 
of the commission and a supervisor of the town or a trustee 
of the village. All vacancies shall be filled by the board until 
the first annual * * * election thereafter, at which 
meeting the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term. 

4. No compensation whatever shall be paid or allowed 
any commissioner; provided, however, if the board shall 
elect one of their members as secretary of the board he 
shall receive for his services as secretary such compensa- 
tion as the board may determine. 

5. The commissioners shall at their first meeting elect one 
of their number president, one of their number or a duly 
qualified elector of such town or village secretary and fix his 
compensation, and shall elect such other officers as they 
may deem necessary. 

6. The commission shall have full charge of conducting, 
operating and maintaining the water and lighting plant 
* * * aforesaid. They shall make and adopt such 
laws, rules and regulations as they may deem necessary for 
the government, management and operation of such plant 
or plants, and fix the rates to be charged for the service of 
such water and lighting plant or either of them. 

7. The commission may appoint a superintendent and 
assistants, prescribe rules for their conduct and fix their 
compensation and shall have power to remove any superin- 
tendent or assistant for due cause. 

8. The commission shall have exclusive control of the ex- 
penditure of all moneys appropriated for such plant or the 
income from said plant or plants or either of them from 
whatever sources derived. The * * * treasurer of 
such town or village shall be ex officio treasurer of said com- 
mission, and all moneys appropriated for or collected by 
such commissioners, their officers, agents or employes shall 
be paid over to the town treasurer, .and he shall give receipts 
therefor which shall be filed with the secretary of the com- 
mission. Said money shall be known and designated as the 
"Water and Light Fund" and shall be kept separate and 
apart from all other * * * funds. Said money shall 
be drawn from the treasury * . * * by an order upon 
the treasurer, signed by the president of the commission, 
and attested by the secretary. 
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9. The commission shall on or before the fifteenth day 
of each month file with the town or village clerk a report 
showing the amount of money collected for rentals and from 
all other sources during the previous month and the amount 
of money disbursed, giving an itemized account showing to 
whom disbursed and for what purpose, and the amount of 
labor performed and materials purchased during the pre- 
vious month. The commission shall make and file with the 
town or village clerk an annual report on the Tuesday next 
preceding the annual * * * election, which report shall 
show all moneys collected and received and an itemized 
statement of all moneys disbursed during the preceding 
year. The report shall also contain a statement of all ma- 
terials purchased and all labor performed in the manage- 
ment, operation and maintenance of the water and lighting 
plants and shall include an inventory of all property under 
its control and management together with material and 
supplies on hand, and shall make such recommendations as 
the commission shall deem proper for the betterment of 
such plant. 

Chs. 154, 385 s. 46, 604 s. 51, 1915. 

Water rates; cities of first class; collection. Section 
927-6. Hereafter, in cities of the first class, however incor- 
porated, water rates shall be assessed and collected in the man- 
ner and by any one that the common council may from time to 
time determine, and shall be accounted for and paid to such 
other officials in such manner and at such times as the common 
council may from time to time prescribe. Such persons shall 
give a bond to cover all the duties in such an amount as may be 
prescribed by the common council. Final accounting shall be 
made to comptroller and final disposition of money shall be 
made to city treasurer. 

Section 2. All laws or parts of laws, general or special, in 
so far as they conflict with the above provisions, are hereby 
amended, or repealed, if necessary, in order to give full force 
and effect to the provisions of this act, and the office of water 
registrar in all cities of the first class is hereby abolished, said 
abolition to take effect as soon as the common council of any 
such city shall make other provisions for the assessment and 
collection of water rates and said provisions shall begin to 
operate. 

Chs. 110, 604 s. 97, 1915. 

Municipal ownership of utilities; ordinance; publi- 
cation. Section 927-11. Any plant or equipment or any 
part thereof for the production, transmission, delivery, or 
furnishing of heat, light, water or power may be constructed 
or acquired by any town, village or city as herein provided : 
and such plant may be constructed within or outside the 
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corporate limits of such town, village or city, or the plant 
acquired may be located in whole or in part within or out- 
side the corporate limits of such town, village or city. Be- 
fore any town, village or city shall construct or acquire any 
such plant or equipment or any part thereof, under this sec- 
tion, the common council, board of aldermen, the board of 
trustees, the town or village board or the governing body of 
such town, village or city shall authorize such acquisition 
or construction by a resolution or ordinance adopted at a 
regular meeting by a vote of at least a majority of the 
members-elect. At least one week prior to such meeting 
the proposed resolution or ordinance shall be published in 
the official paper of the town, village or city or if no paper be 
published therein, such proposed resolution or ordinance shall 
be posted in four of the most public places in such town, city 
or village at least ten days prior to such meeting. 
Ch. 225, 1913. 

Municipal ownership; special election; ballot. Sec- 
tion 927-15. Such special election shall be held and con- 
ducted, the votes canvassed and the result declared in {he manner 
provided by law for regular town, village or city elections, and 
the form of ballot used and the marking thereof shall conform 
to the provisions of sections 6.22 and 6.23, except that it may 
be printed upon the official ballot when such election is held at 
the same time as a regular town, village or city election. 

Ch. 385, s. 18, 1915. 

Mortgage certificates on municipal plants. Section 
927-196. 1. Whenever the railroad commission of Wis- 
consin shall make an order requiring improvements, addi- 
tions or extensions to be made to any water, light or power 
plant owned by any city, village, or town in this state, or 
whenever any such order is made by the city council or village 
or town board, and it shall be made to appear to the satis- 
faction of said commission, council or board that the city, 
village or town owning such plant have not sufficient funds 
available for the purpose of making such improvements, 
additions or extensions as have been ordered by said com- 
mission, council or board, then in all such cases the said com- 
mission may, in its discretion, issue a certificate granting 
to the commission or board, having the management of 
such plant for such city, village or town, authority to issue 
and negotiate mortgage certificates for the purpose of 
making such improvements, additions or extensions, or 
such council or board may by ordinance or resolution authorize 
the issuance and negotiation of mortgage certificates for the 
purpose of making such improvements, additions or exten- 
sions and any city, village or town which owns any such plant 
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and for which bonds or other evidence of indebtedness of such 
city, village or town were issued may convert or fund such 
indebtedness, or such portion thereof as remains outstanding, 
into the form of mortgage certificates of the character provided 
in sections 927-11 to 927-19b, inclusive, of the statutes; and 
such city, village or town may, by ordinance or resolution 
adopted by the council, or village or town board, authorize the 
issuance and negotiation of such mortgage certificates and the 
execution of a proper mortgage or deed of trust upon such plant 
to secure the same as in such ordinance or resolution may be 
provided, which certificates shall bear interest not to exceed 
six per cent per annum, payable semiannually, and which 
shall not be sold for less than the par value thereof and 
which shall mature at the option of such city council, village 
or town board, or commission or board, * * * issuing 
or authorizing the issuance of the same, not less than one year 
* * * nor more than ten years from the date thereof. 

2. Such mortgage certificates shall be secured by a trust 
deed or mortgage executed, if authorized by a city council, 
village or town board by the mayor or chairman and clerk of 
such city, village or town and if issued by a board or commis- 
sion having the management of such plant by the chairman 
and secretary or clerk of such commission or board, having 
the management of such plant, upon the plant so owned, to 
be improved, added to or extended, or such part thereof as 
may be necessary, which deed of trust or mortgage shall 
constitute and be a lien upon the said plant or such part 
thereof as may be thus incumbered, but no municipal lia- 
bility shall be created thereby. Such trust deed or mort- 
gage shall contain the same terms, conditions and provisions 
as are now required in the case of mortgage executed under 
section 927-19 of the statutes. Any such commission or 
board, having the management of any such plant, may issue 
new mortgage certificates in the manner hereinbefore provided, 
secured in the same manner, to provide funds for the pay- 
ment of such part of the principal of any such mortgage 
certificates as may be unpaid at the time of the maturity 
thereof, and the rate of interest, and dates of payment 
thereof shall be fixed within the limits herein specified. 
, Ch. 403, 1915. 

Municipal acquisition; commission's determination 
on rehearing. Section 927-19m. 1. Whenever hereto- 
fore the railroad commission of Wisconsin has under the 
provisions of section 1797m-82 of the statutes fixed, deter- 
mined and certified the just compensation to be paid for the 
taking of the property of a public utility by a municipality 
and all the other terms and conditions of the purchase and 
sale, and thereafter, upon the application of the public util- 
ity or the municipality, has set a rehearing for the redeter- 
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mination of such compensation or the other terms and condi- 
tions of such purchase and sale and has, upon such rehearing, 
changed the amount of such compensation or the other terms 
and conditions of such purchase and sale so fixed and deter- 
mined in the first instance, or, in lieu of such compensation 
or other terms and conditions of such purchase and sale so 
fixed and determined in the first instance, and has, by order, 
ratified, approved and adopted the compensation, terms and 
conditions for such purchase and sale set forth in any agree- 
ment made and entered into by the municipality and the 
public utility, the act of the said commission in setting such 
rehearing and the order of said commission upon such re- 
hearing are hereby validated and confirmed, and the com- 
pensation, terms and conditions of such purchase and sale 
thus fixed and determined by the order of the commission 
upon such rehearing shall have the same force and effect as if 
the same had been fixed and determined upon the hearing 
in the first instance. 

2. Any municipality which has heretofore issued its mu- 
nicipal bonds for the purpose of obtaining the funds necessary 
to pay the purchase price of the property of a public utility 
acquired by such municipality in the manner provided in 
subsection 1 of this section, and has pledged or sold any or 
all of said bonds so issued for such purpose, is authorized 
and empowered to issue a second series of its municipal bonds 
and apply the proceeds derived from the sale of the whole 
or a part thereof, as may be required, to the payment of the 
principal sum borrowed upon the pledge of such prior bonds 
issued as aforesaid, together with interest thereon at the 
rate of not to exceed five per cent per annum from the date 
of borrowing until thus paid and all commissions and ex- 
penses paid or incurred in securing such principal sum, or to 
exchange any of said second series of bonds for any of such 
prior bonds, which have been sold or pledged and are out- 
standing, and which shall be redeemed at the face value 
thereof together with interest thereon at the rate of not to 
exceed five per cent per annum from the date of sale or 
pledge thereof until the date of such exchange or redemption; 
and all acts of such municipality in issuing such prior bonds 
and pledging the same and all obligations thereby incurred 
or attempted to be incurred are validated and confirmed. 

Ch. 75, 1913. 

Property of public service corporation in street, dis- 
turbance of by contractor; exceptions. Section 959— 30o. 
No contractor having a contract for any work upon, over, along 
or under any public street or highway shall interfere with, de- 
stroy or disturb the structures of any public service corporation 
encountered in the performance of such work so as to interrupt, 
impair or affect the public service for which such structures 
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may be used, without first procuring written authority from the 
commissioner of public works, or other properly constituted 
authority. It shall, however, be the duty of every public service 
corporation, whenever a temporary protection of, or temporary 
change in, its structures, located upon, over, along or under the 
surface of any public street or highway is deemed by the com- 
missioner of public works, or other such duly constituted au- 
thority, to be reasonably necessary to enable the accomplish- 
ment of such work, to so temporarily protect or change its said 
structures; provided, that such contractor shall give at least two 
days 9 notice of such required temporary protection or tempo- 
rary change to such corporation, and shall pay or assure to such 
corporation the reasonable cost thereof, except when such corpora- 
tion is properly liable therefor under the law, but in all cases 
where such work is done by or for the state or by or for any 
county, city, village, or town, the cost of such temporary pro- 
tection or temporary change shall be borne by such public serv- 
ice corporation. 

Section 2. The provisions of this act shall not be construed 
as modifying or restricting the existing powers of any munici- 
pality or county over streets, avenues, alleys, or highways 
thereof, or as repealing or amending any provision of chapter 
608 of the laws of Wisconsin for 1913. 

Ch. 439, 1915. 

Underground construction on street to be paved 
with concrete foundation; notice. Section 959—35/. 
Hereafter in cities of the first class, whether incorporated under 
general law or special charter, whenever such city is contem- 
plating paving any street therein with a pavement laid on a con- 
crete foundation, if any such city shall give notice in writing 
through its commissioner of public works to any public service 
corporation, including telephone companies, electric light com- 
panies, telegraph companies, gas companies, and water com- 
panies, as well as street car companies, three months in advance 
of the actual beginning of work on the said pavement, to the 
effect that said pavement is going to be laid, then any such com- 
pany is hereby required to lay all conduits, mains, pipes, wires 
or other underground construction in said street prior to the 
beginning of said pavement. After the said pavement is laid, 
the said city shall have the right to refuse to permit any such 
telephone company, telegraph company, gas company, electric 
light company, street car company, or other company to open 
any such pavement for the purpose of laying new mains, 
conduits or the installation of any other new equipment therein. 

Ch. 269, 1915. 

Obstructions beyond lot line by public service cor- 
porations; provisions. Section 959-35h;. 6. Nothing in 
this section shall apply to temporary constructions, and ex- 
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cavations of not more than three months; provided, that 
permits are given for that length of time by the commissioner 
of public works or other official designated by the common 
council, village or town board to grant such permits. Noth- 
ing in this section shall apply to public service corporations, 
nor shall it apply to general ordinances which affect all the 
people; provided, that such public service corporations mak- 
ing temporary obstructions or excavations shall secure special 
permits from the commissioner of public works or other 
official designated by the common council, village or town 
boards, for such a length of time as may be determined by 
him to be necessary to perform such work; and they shall 
be liable for all accidents to persons and damages to real 
estate that may happen by reason of the granting of any 
such permits by the commissioner of public works or the 
person duly authorized by the common council, village or 
town board or other legislative body. 

Obstruction or excavation of streets of municipality 
by other municipality. Section 959-35«;. S. It shall 
be unlawful for any city or village in the extension of any im- 
provements authorized by law, or by its said charter, to excavate 
in, or in any manner obstruct temporarily or otherwise, any 
street, alley or public place, of any other municipality, without 
first making application and obtaining the permit hereinbefore 
provided and required. 

Ch. 206, 1915. 

Franchises and contracts for utility service by city 
or village under special charter. Section 959—49. Any 
city or village organized under a special charter may grant 
to any person or corporation the right to construct and 
operate therein a system of waterworks or of lighting, or 
both, and such city or village may make and enter into a 
contract with such person or corporation, or with any other 
person or corporation supplying service in said city, for such 
use of water for fire protection and other purposes, or for 
lighting, or both, as the common council or board of trustees 
may deem necessary, after having been legally authorized 
to enter into the same, notwithstanding that the charter . 
by and under which such city or village was incorporated 
contains a limitation as to the amount which may be ex- 
pended for the use of water or for lighting therein; and such 
contract may be for a term not exceeding ten years or may be 
for an indeterminate term if the prices for such service be subject 
to adjustment at intervals not greater then five years; and when 
any contract has heretofore been made or shall hereafter be 
made by such city or village with such person or corporation 
the common council or the board of trustees shall cause to 
be annually levied upon the taxable property in such city 
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or village an amount sufficient to pay for the use of said 
water therein or for lighting, or both, in pursuance of the 
terms of such contract, notwithstanding any limit that may 
be contained in the charter of such city or village, and the 
same shall be collected with the other city or village taxes 
for such year. Said amount, when so collected, shall con- 
stitute a separate fund and shall be kept separate and apart 
from the other funds of such city or village, and the same 
shall be paid out only for the purposes mentioned in said 
contract and as therein provided. Any contract made in 
accordance with the provisions of this section shall be sub- 
ject to all the provisions of section 1797m-9 to section 
1797/H-109, inclusive. 
Ch. 490, 1915. 

Ornamental street lighting. Section 959-52/77. 1. 
Upon petition of the owners of * * * two-thirds or 
more of the taxable frontage in any one block or half block, 
praying for the installation and maintenance and lighting of 
an ornamental lighting system, the common council of any 
city and the village board of any village is empowered to 
provide, by ordinance, for and may contract for * * * 
the installation of ornamental posts, standards, or brackets 
along said frontage and for the lighting and maintenance of the 
same for a period of not less than one nor more than five years; 
and may contract for such lighting and maintenance during 
additional one to five year periods unless discontinued by the 
municipality on its own motion, or until discontinued upon a 
petition of the owners of two-thirds or more of the taxable front- 
age concurred in by the municipality. 

2. The words 'frontage in any one block" means the front- 
age on both sides of any street, highway, or public place between 
two adjacent cross streets, "frontage in any one-half block" 
means the frontage on one side of any street, highway, or public 
place between two adjacent cross streets. 

3. Such ordinance shall * * * apportion the cost of 
such * * * installation y lighting and maintenance * * * 
between the municipality and the abutting owners, and may. 
apportion separately the cost of installation and the cost of 
maintenance and lighting; but the * * * proportion to 
be paid by such owners shall not in either case be less than 
two-thirds of the total cost. * * * 

4. Such cost apportioned to the abutting owners shall be 
assessed against the property and collected from such owners 
in the manner provided for the collection of street improvement 
assessments, and the contract may provide either that the cost 
apportioned to the abutting owners shall be paid by the munici- 
pality to the contractor in anticipation of the collection of assess- 
ments, in which case the assessments shall belong to the munici- 
pality when collected, or may provide that said assessments 
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shall be collected by the municipality and paid to the contractor 
when collected, and in the latter case improvement certificates 
may be issued to the contractor for the amount of such assess- 
ments, for the installation when completed, and for mainte- 
nance and lighting on October first of each year for the year 
-preceding, in the manner of issuing certificates for street im- 
provements, 

* * * 5. The * * * cost * * * apportioned to 
the abutting owners shall be assessed to them, respectively, 
in the ratio of each owner's frontage to the entire frontage 
in the block covered by * * * said petition. 

6. The provisions hereof are applicable as to the lighting of 
streets, highways and public places by means of ornamental 
street lighting systems erected prior to the passage hereof, and 
to the maintenance of such systems. 

* * * 7. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
limit the powers of the common council of any city or village 
board of any village to provide for the lighting of streets, 
highways, or public places by means of an ornamental 
* * * system at the general public expense when the 
common council of any such city or the villge board of any 
such village may determine, on its own initiative, and with- 
out the petition of abutting lot owners, to contract for the 
erection and maintenance of such ornamental lighting sys- 
tem and the furnishing of electric current therefor. 

Ch. 489, 1915. 

Surplus from operation of municipal water plants 
in city of first class; disposition of. Section 959-52H. 1 
(1) Cities of the first class, whether operating under general 
or special charter, are hereby authorized and empowered to 
use any funds derived from its water plant over and above 
such as are necessary to meet operation, maintenance, de- 
preciation, interest and sinking funds, new construction or 
equipment or other indebtedness, for purposes of sewerage 
construction work other than such as is chargeable against 
abutting property; or they may turn such funds into the 
general city fund to be used for general city purposes, or 
may place such funds in a special fund to be used for special 
municipal purposes. 

Ch. 390, 1913. 

Establishment of utility districts in cities of fourth 
class. Section 959a;-l. Cities of the fourth class, whether 
organized under general or special charter, are hereby author- 
ized to establish and maintain as provided in sections 959x-l 
to 959x-5, inclusive, of the statutes, districts to be known as 
utility districts and to be numbered from one upwards, and 



'Renumbered by ch. 604, s. 20, 1915. 
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thereafter the expense of improvement and maintenance of 
streets and highways, construction and maintenance of sewers 
and sidewalks, maintenance of street lighting, and furnishing 
water for fire protection purposes, or either, as the council may 
determine, not chargeable to private property, shall be paid out 
of the fund of the proper utility district. 

Section 959;r-2. The board of public works or the officer or 
officers designated to discharge its duties, shall report to the 
council, on or before the first day of October of each year, as 
accurately as may be possible the amount of money required 
for such purposes for the ensuing year in each district; and 
the council may direct the levy and collection of a tax for such 
purposes in each utility district for such amount as may be 
necessary on all property subject to taxation in any such utility 
district, which tax shall, when collected, be placed in the fund of 
the utility district in which the same shall be collected. The city 
treasurer as well as other officers who may be required to keep 
such record shall keep a separate and distinct account with 
each such district. 

Section 959x-3. The council may at any time by a vote of 
three-fourths of all its members establish, vacate, alter or change 
the boundaries of any utility district or consolidate or rearrange 
the utility districts and determine which of the authorized 
purposes the utility districts shall embrace; provided, that 
before any district shall be established, altered, vacated or the 
purpose which such districts shall embrace be determined, the 
notice required to be given in the establishment of sewerage dis- 
tricts under section 925-210 shall first be given, and sections 
925-209 to 925-212, inclusive, are hereby made applicable to 
the establishment, alteration, and vacation of utility districts 
as well as determining the purposes which such utility districts 
shall embrace. 

Section 959x-4. All provisions of law applicable to any 
such city for the purposes which it may include in utility dis- 
tricts, not inconsistent herewith, are hereby made applicable 
hereto as though the same were specifically included herein. 

Section 959;r-5. Anything contained herein shall not apply 
to the construction, maintenance or improvement of any bridge 
within any such city. 

Ch. 167, 1915. 

City officers; interested in public service contracts 
ineligible. Section 9765. No person shall be eligible to 
any city office who directly or indirectly has any pecuniary 
interest in any contract for furnishing heat, light, water, 
power or other public service to or for any such city or who 
is a stockholder in any corporation which has any such con- 



Digiti 



zed by G00gk 



—25— 

tract. Any such office shall become vacant upon the ac- 
quiring of any such interest by the person holding such 
office. 
Ch. 773, 1913. 

Franchise or / permit over state aid highway or 
bridge; approval of county board. Section 1317/77-9. 
11. No franchise or permit shall 'hereafter be granted on or 
over any highway or bridge which has been or shall hereafter 
be constructed under the provisions of sections 1317 m-1 to 
1317m-15, 1 inclusive, unless the franchise or permit granted 
by the officials of the unit or units of government in which such 
highway or bridge shall lie shall have been first approved as to 
their terms and sufficiency by the county board of the county 
in which such road or bridge shall lie. 

Ch. 533, s. 17, 1915. 

Toll bridge; rates; regulation of use. Section 1321ft. 
Any such city, village, town or county immediately after 
the construction and completion of a bridge according to 
the provisions of sections 1320, 1321 and 1321a shall have 
the power and the legal right to demand, receive and collect 
tolls for passing over such bridge at rates not exceeding the 
following: For any vehicle, whether drawn by one or two 
horses, mules or oxen, ten cents for passage both ways the 
same day; for horses, mules or cattle in droves of ten or less, 
three cents a head, and where the same are in droves of 
more than ten, two cents a head; sheep or hogs in droves of 
ten or less, two cents a head, if in droves of more than ten, 
one cent a head, and each footman shall be permitted to pass 
over such bridge free of charge. The common council of 
any such city and the board of any such village, town or 
county may regulate the use of such bridge for the crossing 
of traction engines and other ponderous articles and make 
reasonable charges therefor. 

Fast driving on bridges; signs; penalties. Section 
1323. Any county board or any bridge committee appointed 
thereby, any common council, board of village trustees or 
the supervisors of any town may put up and maintain at 
the expense of the county, city, village or town, as the case 
may be, in conspicuous places at each end of any bridge 
therein built or maintained at the expense thereof, the length 
or span of which bridge is not less than twenty-five feet, a 
notice with the following words in large letters: "One (or 
some other number not greater than ten dollars) dollar 
fine for driving or riding on this bridge faster than a walk;" 

delates to state highway commission and state aid, supervision etc. over high- 
ways and bridges. 
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and whoever shall drive or ride on any animal faster than a 
walk on any such bridge upon which such a notice shall 
then be shall forfeit for every such offense the sum mentioned 
in such notice; and the chairman of the county board or of 
such committee, mayor of the city, president of the board of 
trustees or chairman of the town board of the county, city, 
village or town which maintains such bridge, wholly or in 
part, shall sue for and collect all such forfeitures in the name 
of and for the use thereof. 

Section 1324. The owner of any bridge of like span, kept 
and maintained wholly for public use free of toll, or for the 
use of which toll is charged, shall have the same authority 
to put up notices thereon and fix therein like penalties for 
driving or riding faster than a walk thereon, and may sue 
in his own name and for his own use for any forfeiture in- 
curred by any person violating such notice. 

Ch. 223, 1915. 

Safety gates on drawbridges. Section 1325/i. When- 
ever a complaint is lodged with the railroad commission by 
any person, firm, corporation, or association, or any body 
politic or municipal organization to the effect that any bridge 
within the state, equipped with a draw which is opened to 
allow the passage of boats, is not equipped with gates or 
other safety devices, the commission may give notice to the 
proper party or parties in interest of the filing of complaint, 
and may proceed to investigate the same, and to hold a 
hearing thereon in the manner provided for hearings in sec- 
tion 1797-12. If after such investigation the commission 
shall determine that public safety requires the erection and 
maintenance of gates or other safety devices at the points 
involved in the complaint, it may enter an order requiring 
the county, city, village, town, corporation or person whose 
duty it is to maintain such bridge, to erect and maintain at 
such points such gates or other safety devices of such kind 
as it may prescribe; and such gates or other safety devices 
of such kind shall thereupon be erected at such points within 
the time fixed by the commission and thereafter maintained, 
unless such order shall be modified by the commission, or 
shall be set aside on appeal in the manner provided in section 
1797-16. The commission may proceed to conduct the in- 
vestigations, hold the hearings, and make the orders pro- 
vided for in this section upon its own motion in the same 
manner and with the same effect as though complaint were 
filed. 

Ch. 518, 1913. 

Public bridges between counties; operation and 
maintenance. Section 1325/. All public bridges, and the 
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necessary approaches and appurtenances thereto, heretofore 
constructed across any river, stream or other waters forming the 
boundary line between two or more counties in this state by 
any county or any municipality or municipalities or by any 
county and municipality or municipalities, shall be operated, 
maintained and repaired at the joint expense of the counties 
directly joined thereby, and the expense of operating, main- 
taining and repairing the same, and all approaches and ap- 
purtenances thereto, shall be apportioned to and borne by each 
such county in proportion to the taxable property therein, as 
shown by the last preceding equalization by the state tax com- 
mission. Any matters relating to the repair of any such 
bridge, including the necessity and character thereof, upon which 
the county boards of such counties or the committees thereof 
cannot agree, may be submitted by any such county board or 
committee to the state highway commission for determination 
and the determination by said commission shall be binding 
upon all the counties liable for the maintenance and repair of 
such bridge. If any county shall not provide for or pay its 
full share of such expense in any year the other county or counties 
may provide for and pay the same, and may, at any time after 
thirty days after demand in writing served upon the county 
treasurer of the county in default, recover of such county the 
moneys so paid out for it, with interest from the time of payment 
and costs of suit. 

Ch. 565, 1915. 

Toll bridges over navigable boundary waters; con- 
struction or acquisition, and operation. Section 
1325/n. 1. Any town, or any village or city however organized, 
bordering upon any navigable waters which form the boundary 
line between this and another state, may construct, maintain 
and operate a foot and wagon toll bridge over and across such 
waters, commencing at a point within the limits of such town, 
village or city, or may acquire, maintain and operate any such 
toll bridge which spans any such waters, whether such bridge is 
located wholly or partly only within the boundaries of this state 
and within the limits of such town, village or city. 

2. Before any such toll bridge is constructed or acquired under 
this section proceedings shall be had as provided in sections 927- 
11 to 927-19, inclusive, of the statutes, and all of the provisions 
of said sections shall apply to and govern the construction or 
acquisition and the maintenance and operation of a toll bridge 
hereunder, including the provisions relating to the method of 
raising funds, in the same manner and to the same extent as 
the same apply to and govern the construction or acquisition 
and maintenance and operation of a plant or equipment or 
any part thereof for the production, transmission, delivery or 
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furnishing of heat, light, water or power, constructed or ac- 
quired under the provisions of said sections. 
Ch. 231, 1915. 

Wires on highways. Section 1329a. (Section 1329a re- 
mains unchanged, except for the addition of the following 
subsection.) (Section 1329a). 5. Any person, firm or cor- 
poration whose written application for permission to con- 
struct such lines within the limits of any highway of any 
town, has been refused, or when such application shall have 
been on file with the town clerk for twenty days and no 
action shall have been taken thereon, such applicant may 
file with such town clerk a notice of appeal to the county 
court. The town clerk shall thereupon make return of all 
the papers and action of the board to the county court, and 
such court shall proceed to hear and try and determine such 
appeal without a jury, on ten days' notice by the town 
board, or the applicant, or the adverse party. The order 
entered by the county court shall be final unless an appeal 
therefrom to the circuit court of such county shall be filed 
within thirty days after the entry of such order. All pro- 
ceedings after such appeal from the order and decision of 
the county court shall conform to the rules of the proceed- 
ings of such circuit court. 

Ch. 215, 1913. 

Moving dredges or other machinery across highway 
or right of way. Section 1366ft. Whenever it is necessary 
for a dredge or other machinery to cross the right of way of a 
highway, railroad, telephone or telegraph company, or any 
other obstructing right of way, for the purpose of constructing 
a town drain, or any drain, the supervisors shall cause notice 
to be served on the proper authorities of such corporations at 
least eight days before the day specified as the one on which 
such machinery is to cross such right of way. On the day 
specified, or on some other day mutually agreeable, said 
authorities shall let said machinery cross said right of way, 
keeping an itemized and just account of the cost of removing 
and replacing bridges or any other material expense caused by 
said machinery crossing said right of way. Such cost shall be 
included as among the legitimate items in the cost of construc- 
tion. 

Ch. 623, 1915. 

Dams, etc., constructed or maintained contrary to 
law; penalty. Section 1596. (Subsecs. 1, 2 and 4 remain un- 
changed. Subsec. 3 is amended to read as follows:) 

Section 1596. 3. Any person, firm, association of in- 
dividuals, or corporation violating any of the provisions of 
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this section after January 1, A. D. 1913, shall forfeit for 
each such offense, and for each day that any such dam, 
bridge or other obstruction is maintained or remains in or 
over, any such waters, * * * not more than fifty dol- 
lars, the same to be collected in an appropriate action to be 
brought and prosecuted by the attorney-general or by some 
other duly authorized person in behalf of the state. Any 
forfeitures incurred prior to January 1, A. D. 1913, are 
hereby expressly remitted 
Ch. 380, 1915. 

Water Power Law. Sections 1596a and 1596-1 to 1596- 
76, inclusive, were replaced by chapter 755 of the laws of 
1913, which was itself repealed by the 1915 Water Power 
Law (ch. 380). The latter is printed separately by the Rail- 
road Commission. 

Acquisition or construction of dam by public 
utility; limitations. Section 1596-14. 1. Any corpora- 
tion organized under the laws of this state and engaged in 
the business of producing, transmitting, delivering or furnishing 
heat, light, water, power or street or interurban electric railway 
service to or for the public, may, for the purpose of developing 
power and generating energy for public use in connection with 
such business and in the manner and under the conditions 
hereinafter prescribed, purchase or acquire, by condemnation 
proceedings any dam maintained in or across any navigable 
waters of this state, and all flowage and other rights and prop- 
erty necessary for the maintenance thereof, or any undeveloped 
water power and dam site upon any such waters within this 
state; provided, that the right conferred by this chapter shall 
not extend to the acquisition of any such property owned by the 
state or by any municipality, or owned and operated by any 
corporation engaged in any business mentioned in this section. 

2. For the purpose of acquiring such property by condemna- 
tion proceedings, any such corporation may enjoy all the rights 
conferred upon grantees of a permit under sections 1596-1 to 
1596-26, inclusive, by section 1596-13, but no award in any 
such condemnation proceedings shall be effective, and no cor- 
poration shall purchase or otherwise acquire any such property 
until it shall have obtained from the commission a certificate 
that public convenience and necessity require the acquisition of 
the same, at the amount fixed by such award or agreed upon 
with the owner thereof. 

Ch. 380, 1915. 

Section 1728-1 was repealed by ch. 381, 1913. 

Stock and Bond Law. Sections 1753-1 to 1753-22, con- 
stituting the Stock and Bond Law, have been amended, but 
are printed in a separate pamphlet issued by the Railroad 
Commission. 
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Gas, electric light and power companies; eminent 
domain. Section 1778*. I. Any gas company, or any 
electric light or power company, organized under the laws 
of this state and being at the same time a public utility, 
may acquire by condemnation any land or interest in land 
for the construction of an addition to or an extension of its 
plant. < Condemnation proceedings to acquire such land or 
interest therein shall be commenced by petition to the circuit 
court or a circuit judge of the county in which the land lies, 
and may be signed and verified in the same manner as plead- 
ings in the circuit court, and shall contain the following in sub- 
stance: a suitable description of the land or interest therein 
sought to be acquired; that it seeks to acquire said land for an 
addition to or an extension to its plant, and that it in good 
faith intends to use the same for such purpose, and that it is 
for a public use; that the same is reasonably necessary to 
enable it to perform its public duties; and a prayer for the 
appointment of commissioners of appraisal by the circuit 
court or the judge thereof of the county in which such 
land described in the petition is situated. 

2. All provisions of these statutes relative to the exercise 
of eminent domain by railroad companies shall apply to such 
gas, electric light or power companies. 

Ch. 405, 1913. 

Annual balance sheet; filing. Section 1797/77—13. 
1. The accounts, except of telephone companies, shall be 
closed annually on the thirtieth day of June and a balance 4 
sheet of that date promptly taken therefrom. On or before 
the first day of August following, such balance sheet together 
with such other information as the commission shall pre- 
scribe, verified by an officer of the public utility, shall be 
filed with the commission. 

2. The accounts of telephone companies shall be closed on 
the thirty-first day of December and the balance sheet of 
said companies shall be of said date, and the same, with other 
information prescribed by the commission, verified as pro- 
vided in subsection 1, shall be filed with the commission on 
or before the first day of February following. 

Ch. 264, 1913. 

Report by utilities; items. Section 1797/77-18. Each 
public utility shall furnish to the commission in such form 
and at such times as the commission shall require, such ac- 
counts, reports and information as shall show in itemized 
detail: (1) The depreciation per unit; (2) the salaries and 
wages separately per unit; (3) legal expenses per unit; (4) 
taxes and rentals separately per unit; (5) the quantity and 
value of material used per unit; (6) the receipts from resi- 
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duals, by-products, services or other sales separately per unit; 
(7) the total and net cost per unit; (8) the gross and net profit 
per unit; (9) the dividends and interest per unit; (10) surplus 
or reserve per unit; (11) the prices per unit paid by con- 
sumers; and in addition such other items, whether of a 
nature similar to those hereinbefore enumerated or other- 
wise, as the commission may prescribe in order to show com- 
pletely and in detail the entire operation of the public utility 
in furnishing the unit .of its product or service to the public, 
Provided that no city or village having a population of less 
than five thousand according to the last federal census shall be 
required to report under the provisions of this section except as 
to earnings, operating expenses including depreciation and 
maintenance, cost of renewals, extensions and improvements 
to the property and the nature and amount of service furnished 
in such detail as the commission shall deem necessary, and 
provided further that in case of any investigation by the com- 
mission upon formal complaint, the commission may require 
the detailed reports as to units provided for in this section. 
Ch. 366, 1915. 

Commission's employes. Section 1797/77—40. The 
commission is authorized to employ such engineers, examin- 
ers, experts, clerks, accountants and other assistants as it 
may deem necessary. 

Ch. 772, 1913. 

Witness fees and mileage. Section 1797/H-54. 1. 
Each witness who shall appear before the commission or its 
agent by its order, shall receive for his attendance the 
fees and mileage now provided for witnesses in civil cases in 
courts of record, which shall be audited and paid by the 
state in the same manner as other expenses are audited and 
paid, upon the presentation of proper vouchers sworn to 
by such witnesses and approved by the chairman of the 
commission. Said fees and mileage shall be charged to the 
appropriation for the railroad commission. 

2. No witness subpoenaed at the instance of parties other 
than the commission shall be entitled to compensation from 
the state for attendance or travel unless the commission shall 
certify that his testimony was material to the matter in- 
vestigated. 

Ch. 772, 1913. 

Depositions. Section 1797/H-55. The commission or 
any party may, in any investigation, cause the depositions of 
witnesses residing within or without the state to be taken in 
the manner prescribed by law for like depositions in civil 
actions in circuit courts. Any expense incurred or author- 
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ized by the commission in taking such depositions shall be 
charged to the appropriation for the railroad commission. 
Ch. 772, 1913; ch. 773, 1913. 

Action to set aside order; precedence on calendar. 

Section 1797/n-64. 1. Any public utility and any person 
or corporation in interest being dissatisfied with any order 
of the commission fixing any rate or rates, tolls, charges, 
schedules, joint rate or rates, or any order fixing any regula- 
tions, practices, acts or service may commence an action 
in the circuit court for Dane county against the commission 
as defendant to vacate and set aside any such order on the 
ground that the rate or rates, tolls, charges, schedules, 
joint rate or rates, fixed in such order is unlawful, or that 
any such regulation, practice, act or service fixed in such 
order is unreasonable, in which action the complaint shall 
be served with the summons. 

2. The answer of the commission to the complaint shall 
be served and filed within ten days after service of the 
complaint, whereupon said action shall be at issue and stand 
ready for trial upon ten days' notice to either party. 

3. Any person not a party to the action but having an 
interest in the subject thereof, may apply to the court to 
be made a party and thereupon the court shall order him 
to be brought in by the proper amendment. 

4. All such actions shall have precedence over any civil 
cause of a different nature pending in such court, and the 
circuit court shall always be deemed open for the trial 
thereof, and the same shall be tried and determined as other 
civil actions. 

Ch. 401, 1913. 

Injunctions issuing. Section 1797/H-66. 1. No in- 
junction shall issue in any proceeding, action, or suit, 
mentioned in section 1797^65, suspending or staying any 
order of the commission, except upon application to the 
circuit court or presiding judge thereof, notice to the com- 
mission and any party interpleaded, and hearing; and no 
injunction shall issue in any other proceeding, action, or 
suit in any court, which shall have the effect of delaying or 
preventing any order of the commission from becoming 
effective, unless the parties to the proceeding before the com- 
mission in which such order was made are also parties to such 
proceeding, action, or suit in such court, or shall have been 
brought in and made parties in such manner as the court, or 
the presiding judge thereof, shall by order direct. 

2. No injunction shall issue in any such proceeding, 
action, or suit suspending or staying any order of the com- 
mission or having the effect of delaying or preventing any 
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order of the commission from becoming effective, unless an 
undertaking shall be entered into on the part of the plaintiff, 
by at least two sureties, in such sum as the court or the 
presiding judge thereof shall direct to the effect that the 
plaintiff will pay all damages which the opposite party may 
have sustained by the delay or prevention of the order of 
the commission from becoming effective, and to such further 
effect as such judge or court shall in discretion direct, and 
no order or judgment in any such proceeding, action, or 
suit shall be stayed on appeal therefrom unless a like under- 
taking be entered into by the appellant in addition to the 
undertaking provided in section 3052. 

Ch. 401, 1913. 

Competition of utilities; indeterminate permits. 

Section 1797/n-74. 1. No license, permit or franchise shall 
be granted to any person, copartnership or corporation, to 
own, operate, manage or control any plant or equipment for 
the conveyance of telephone messages, or for the production, 
transmission, delivery or furnishing of heat, light, water or 
power in any municipality, where there i^ in operation under 
an indeterminate permit, as provided in sections 1797/n-l to 
1797m-109, inclusive, a public utility engaged in similar 
service, without first securing from the commission a declara- 
tion, after a public hearing of all parties interested, that pub- 
lic convenience and necessity require such second public util- 
ity. This subsection shall not prevent or impose any condition 
upon the extension of any telephone toll line from any mu- 
nicipality into or through any municipality for the purpose 
of connecting with any telephone exchange in such munici- 
pality or connecting with any other telephone line or system. 

No public utility already engaged in furnishing telephone 
service shall install or extend any telephone exchange for 
furnishing local service to subscribers in any municipality 
where there is in operation a public utility engaged in similar 
service, without first having served notice in writing upon 
the commission and any other public utility already engaged 
in furnishing local service to subscribers in such municipality 
of the installation or extension of such exchange which it 
proposes to make, or make such installation or extensions if 
the commission, within twenty days after the service of such 
notice, shall, upon investigation, find and declare that public 
convenience and necessity do not require the installation or 
extensions of such exchange, except that any public utility 
already engaged in furnishing local service to subscribers 
within any city or village may extend its exchange within 
such city or village without the authority of the commission. 

Any public utility operating any telephone exchange in 
any city or village shall, on demand, extend its lines to the 
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limits of such city or village for the purposes mentioned and 
subject to the conditions and requirements prescribed in 
sections 1797/77-4 and 1797/77-30. 

Ch. 610, 1913. 

(Subsections 2, 3 and 4 of section 1797/77-74 remain un- 
changed.) 

Prior permits and franchises excepted. Section 
1797/n-74m. All licenses, permits and franchises to own, 
operate, manage, or control any plant or equipment for the 
production, transmission, delivery, or furnishing of heat, 
light, water, or power in any municipality, heretofore granted 
or attempted to be granted to any public utility by or by 
virtue of any ordinance pending or under consideration in 
the municipal council of any municipality at the time of the 
obtaining of an indeterminate permit by any other public 
utility operating therein, are hereby validated and confirmed 
and shall not be affected by the provisions of subsection 1 
of section 1797/77-74 of the statutes. 

Suspension of service. Section 1797/77-74/7. No public 
utility engaged in the production, transmission, delivery or 
furnishing of heat, light, water or power in any place or ter- 
ritory in any municipality shall exercise any right or privi- 
lege under any license, permit, franchise or consent granted 
or obtained but not heretofore exercised in such place or 
territory, or the exercise of which therein has been suspended 
for more than one year, without first having obtained from 
the commission in the manner heretofore provided, a declara- 
tion that public convenience and necessity require the exer- 
cise of such franchise, permit or consent. 

Ch. 621, 1913. 

Validation of franchises. Section 1797/77-77/n. No 
franchise surrendered by any corporation of this state in the 
manner, and within the time provided by section 1797m-77, 
and no indeterminate permit shall be declared invalid by 
reason of any defect, irregularity, or invalidity in such fran- 
chise or permit, provided that such franchises or permits 
shall not have been obtained by fraud, bribery, or corrupt 
practices; that when the same was granted no officer for the 
municipality granting the same was directly or indirectly in- 
terested in such franchise or permit or in the corporation 
obtaining same; that the corporation having the same shall 
have prior to the surrendering of said franchise or the be- 
ginning of its public service under said permit, in good faith 
purchased or constructed any water works, gas or electric 
light plant or other public utility, or any part thereof by 
such franchise authorized; and that said corporation in ob- 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



—35— 

taming such franchise or permit shall have made substantial 
compliance with the requirements provided by law for the 
obtaining of said franchise or permit; and subject to the fore- 
going exceptions, every such franchise and permit is hereby 
legalized and confirmed. 
Ch. 552, 1913. 

Compensation to be determined by commission; 
notice. Section 1797/H-82. The commission shall there- 
upon proceed to set a time and place for a public hearing 
upon the matters of the just compensation to be paid for the 
taking of the property of such public utility actually used 
and useful for the convenience of the public, and of all other 
terms and conditions of the purchase, and sale, and shall 
give to the municipality and the public utility interested, not 
less than thirty-days' notice of the time and place when and 
where such hearing will be held, and such matters considered 
and determined, and shall give like notice to all bondholders, 
mortgagees, lienors, and all other persons having or claiming 
to have any interest in such public utility, by publication of 
such notice once a week for not less than three successive 
weeks in at least one newspaper of general circulation printed 
in the English language and published in the county in which 
such public utility is located, which publication shall be 
caused to be made by the municipality. Within a reason- 
able time after the time fixed for such hearing in such notice, 
the commission shall, by order, fix and determine and cer- 
tify to the municipal council, to the public utility and to 
any bondholder, mortgagee, lienor or any other person hav- 
ing or claiming to have any interest in such public utility 
appearing upon such hearing, just compensation to be paid 
for the taking of the property of such public utility actually 
used and useful for the convenience of the public and all 
other terms and all conditions of sale and purchase which it 
shall ascertain to be reasonable. The compensation and 
other terms and the conditions of sale and purchase thus 
certified by the commission shall constitute the compensa- 
tion and terms and conditions to be paid, followed and ob- 
served in the purchase of such plant from such public utility. 
Upon the filing of such certificate with the clerk of such mu- 
nicipality the exclusive use of the property taken shall vest 
in such municipality. 

Ch. 160, 1913. 

Curative provision. Section 1797/n-86/n. Whenever 
the railroad commission has under the provisions of sections 
1797/n-80tol797/n-86ofthe statutes, fixed, determined, and 
certified just compensation to be paid for the taking of the 
property of a public utility by the municipality, and has 
proceeded as provided by law in all particulars except that 
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such fixing, determination, and certification have not been 
completed within the time provided for by such sections, the 
just compensation fixed, determined, and certified by such 
railroad commission shall nevertheless be deemed to be the 
just compensation that shall be paid by such municipality 
to the public utility for the acquisition of such property, and 
such fixing, determination, and certification shall have the 
same force and effect as though they had been done and com- 
pleted within the time provided for by law. 

Enforcement, aid; attorney-general's duty; prosecu- 
tions; court jurisdiction. Section 1797/H-102. (No 
changes in subsections 1, 2 and 3.) 

4. The commission shall have authority to employ counsel 
in any proceeding, investigation, hearing or trial and the 
'cost of such counsel shall be charged to the appropriation for 
the railroad commission. 

Ch. 772, 1913. 

Electrical transmission lines; interference with other 
utilities. Section 1797/n-102o. Every public utility as de- 
fined in section 1797 m-1 and every railroad as defined in sec- 
tion 1797-2, which may now or hereafter own, operate, manage 
or control along or across any public highway or private right 
of way any line or lines of wire over which electrical energy is 
transmitted or messages are transmitted or conveyed shall con- 
struct, operate and maintain such lines and the equipment used 
in connection therewith in a reasonably adequate and. safe 
manner and so as not to unreasonably interfere with the service 
furnished by such other public utilities or railroad. The rail- 
road commission shall have power to make and enforce reason- 
able rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this 
section. Whenever a petition is lodged with said commission 
by any interested party or public utility to the effect that public 
safety or good service requires changes in construction, location, 
or methods of operation, the commission ?hall give notice to the 
proper party or parties in interest of the filing of such petition, 
and shall proceed to investigate the same and shall order a hear- 
ing thereon in the manner provided for hearings in section 
1797-12 of the statutes. After such hearing the commission 
shall determine what alteration in construction or location or 
change of methods of operation are required for public safety 
or to avoid service interference, and by whom the same shall be 
made. The commission shall fix the proportion of the cost and 
expense of such change or changes, which shall be paid by the 
party or parties in interest, and fix reasonable terms and con- 
ditions in connection therewith. Any party in interest being 
dissatisfied with such determination or order or any part 
thereof, may commence and prosecute an action in the circuit 
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court to alter or amend the same in the manner provided in 
sections 1797m-83 to 1797m-86, inclusive, of the statutes so 
far as the same may be applicable. 
Ch. 61, 1915. 

Employes of commission. Section 1797/n— 106. The 
employment of agents, experts, engineers, accountants, ex- 
aminers or assistants by the commission as provided in sec- 
tions 1797/n-l to 1797/77-109, inclusive, shall be under the 
provisions of section 1797-1. 

Ch. 772, 1913. 

Appropriation. Section 1797/77-107. (This section was 
repealed by section 101 of chapter 772, laws of 1913.) 

Lands appropriated without condemnation pro- 
ceedings; rights of owner. Section 4220a. Whenever 
any land or any interest therein has been or shall hereafter be 
taken, entered upon or appropriated for the purpose of its 
business by any railroad corporation, electric railroad or 
power company, telephone company or telegraph company 
without said corporation or company having first acquired 
" title thereto by purchase or condemnation, as by statute 
provided, the owner of any such land, his heirs, assigns and 
legal representatives shall have and are hereby given the 
right to at any time within twenty years from the date of 
such taking, entry or appropriation, sue for damages sus- 
tained because of such taking, from the corporation or com- 
pany so taking, entering upon or appropriating said lands 
or its successors in title, in the circuit court of the county in 
which said land is situated. 
Ch. 280, 1913. 

City and district attorneys and judicial officers; 
employment by railroad or public utility prohibited; 
exceptions. Section 4552/n. 1. It shall be unlawful for any 
district attorney or assistant district attorney, city attorney 
or assistant city attorney or any person holding a judicial 
office to be retained or employed by any common carrier 
operating within this state or for any public utility corpora- 
tion, except a municipality. 

2. If any district attorney or assistant district attorney, 
city attorney or assistant city attorney or any person holding 
a judicial office shall violate any provisions of this section 
his office shall be deemed vacant. 

3. The provisions of this section shall not apply to city 
attorneys or their assistants in cities of the fourth class, nor 
to court commissioners, nor to county judges, except such 
county judges as may also be judges of municipal courts. 

Ch. 40, 1915. 
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Municipality is used in this index as defined in section 
1797m-l, i. e. as embracing towns, villages & cities. 

Section Page 
Accounts of 

Light and water department of 

City, audit of 925-956 7 

City or village, audit of 927-1 11 

Utility, requirements 1797/n-13, 1797/n-18 30 

Acquisition of 

Land or easement 

By gas, electric light, or power company... 1778i 30 

For light or waterworks in city or village 927-1 11 

Public utility by 

City, ballot 926-129 9 

City or village, procedure 927-1 11 

Municipality 927-11 16 

Award fixed by Commission 1797/n-£2 35 

Validated 1797/n-86/n 35 

Toll bridge by municipality 1325m 27 

Water power by public utility corporation 1 596-14 29 

Actions 

Against utility for appropriation of land, limitation... 4220a 37 

To set aside order of Railroad Commission 1797/77-64 32 

Additions to 

Municipal plant, mortgage certificates for 927-196 17 

Plant of gas, electric light or power company, acquisi- 
tion of land for 1778* 30 

Application to construct lines of wire on town highway 

unfavorable action, appeal 1329a 28 

Apportionment of 

Cost of ornamental street lighting 959-52/n 22 

Operation and maintenance of public bridge between 
counties , 1325/ 26 

Arbitrators for division of property between town and vil- 
lage 925e 4 

Assistant city or district attorney, employment by public 

utility corporation prohibited 4552/n 37 

Attorney-general, prosecution by, where navigable waters 

unlawfully obstructed 1596 28 

Attorneys, city and district, employment of, by public 

utility corporation prohibited 4552/n 37 

Audit of accounts of light and water department 

City 925-956 7 

City or village 927-1 11 
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Section Page 
Award, see Compensation 

Balance sheet of utilities, time for filing 1797/H-13 30 

Ballot for erection or purchase of city plant 926-129 9 

Bills due city or village for light or water, payment of 927-1 11 

Board of commissioners, see Water and Light Commission 

Board of public works, operation of city plant owned by.... 925-95 6 

Board, see Village Board and Town Board 

Bonds, 

Issue of for utility purposes by 

City 926-130 9 

City or village 927-1 11 

Municipality 927-19/n 18 

Purchase of out of income of municipal utility 927-1 11 

Boundary waters, when navigable, construction or ac- 
quisition of toll bridge over, by municipality 1325m 27 

Bridge 

Draw— equipment with gates or safety devices 1 325/i 26 

Franchise over state aid bridge, approval by county 

board 1317m-9 25 

Public — between counties, operation and mainte- 
nance of , 1325i 26 

Speed limitation on passage over 1323, 1324 25-26 

Toll 

Over navigable boundary waters, acquisition or 

construction by municipality 1325/n 27 

Rates and regulations when constructed by 

municipality 1321£ 25 

Budget system in cities of first class, expenditure of reve- 
nues of municipal utility under 925^-162 6 

Capital stock, see Stock 

Certificate of public convenience and necessity, required 
to make effective acquisition of water power by 
public utility 1596-14 29 

Certificates, mortgage certificates, issue of 927-196 17 

Charges for utility service, see Rentals 

Circuit court, appeal to in application for permit to con- 
struct lines of wire on town highway 1329a 28 

City, see also under Municipal; Municipality; Council 

Acquisition of easements, etc., for construction or 

maintenance of light or waterworks by 927-1 11 

Attorney of, employment by public utility corpora- 
tion prohibited 4552/n 37 

Clerk of, to insert past due light and water rentals in 
taxrolls 927-4 14 

Contract for light and water by, when under special 
charter 959-49 21 
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City — Continued Section Page 

Creation of commission for management of utility by 

925-95, 927-1 6, 11 
Erection of plant, when city under special charter, 

election 926-129 9 

Franchise for light and water, granting of, by, when 

under special charter 959-49 21 

Issue of utility bomds*by 926-130, 926-131 9-10 

Liability not created by municipal utility bonds 

926-130, 926-131 9-10 
Obstruction by, of streets, etc., of other municipality, 

conditions 959-35w 20 

Officers of, ineligible when interested in contract for 

utility service to city 9765 24 

Plant, see also Light Plant (City) 

Accounts of 925-956, 925-95c 7 

Management of „ 925-95 6 

Purchase of light or waterworks by 926-129, 927-1 9, 11 

Treasurer of 

Duty with respect to city owned plant 925-95c 7 

To collect charges for utility service 925-98 8 

To keep as separate fund waterworks or lighting 

plant moneys 927-1 11 

To keep separate accounts with utility district... 959x-2 24 

Water and light commission, creation of, by. 925-95, 927-1 6, 11 
City of first class 

Disposition of surplus from operation of water plant 

by 959-52* 23 

Expenditures of revenues of municipal utility under 

budget system in 925^-162 6 

Sec. 925-52 not applicable to 925-52 6 

Underground construction, requiring of, preceding 

paving 959-35/ 20 

Water rates, assessment and collection , 927-6 16 

City of fourth class 

Elections on lease or purchase of utility in 927-1 a 13 

Furnishing of electric service outside limits by 927-1/n 13 

Utility districts in, establishment of 959x-l 23 

City of third or fourth class 

Accounts, etc., of city owned plant in 925-956, 925-95c 7 

Powers of water and light commission in 925-95e 8 

Collection of charges for 

Light and water furnished by city or village 

925-98, 927-1, 927-4, 8, 11, 14 

Ornamental street lighting 959-52/n 22 

Water in cities of first class 927-6 16 

Commission, see Water and Light Commission and Railroad Com- 
mission 

Common council, see Council 

Compensation for municipal acquisition of public utilty 

927-19/n, 1797/n-82, 1797m-86/n 18,35 

Competition of utilities 1797/n-74 33 
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Section Page 
Condemnation, see Acquisition 

Conduits, laying of preceding paving in cities of first class 959-35/ 20 

Contract for 

Electric service outside corporate limits city of fourth 
class 927-1/n 13 

Light or heat service to cities 925-52 6 

Light or water service to city or village under special 

charter 959-49 21 

Ornamental lighting system, by council or village 

board 959-52/n 22 

Utility service to city, officers ineligible when inter- 
ested in 976s 24 

Contractor, disturbance of property of public utility cor- 
poration by 959-30o 19 

Corporate limits, sale of current outside of, by city of 

fourth class 927-1/n 13 

Council, see also City; Municipality 
Authority of, as to 

Bond issue for utility purposes 92&-130, 927-1 9, 11 

Collection of utility charges 925-98 8 

Contracting for light and heating service 925-52 6 

Expenditure of surplus revenues of municipal 

plant in city of first class 925^-162 6 

Initial rates for municipal utility 925-98 8 

Mortgage or trust deed to secure city utility 

bonds 92&-131 10 

Municipal utility plant, ownership and operation 

of • 925-52 6 

Ornamental lighting system 959-52/n 22 

Tax in utility district, levy of 959x-2 24 

Utility districts in cities of fourth class 959x-3 24 

Water and light commission 925-95, 925-95a, 927-1 6, 7, 11 

Waterworks or lighting plant, purchase or lease 927-1 11 

Levy of tax by, to cover fight or water service con- 
tracted for in city under special charter 959-49 21 

Counsel, Railroad Commission may employ 1797/n-102 36 

Counties, public bridges between 1325/ 26 

County board 

Approval of, franchise over state aid highway or 

bridge 1317/n-9 25 

Court, appeal to on application for permit to con- 
struct lines of wire in town highway 1329a 28 

Posting of notice of lawful speed over municipal 

bridge by 1323 25 

Right to fix tolls on and regulate county toll bridge 1321b 25 

Current, sale of outside corporate limits by city of fourth 

class : 927-1/n 13 

Dam, acquisition of, by public utility 1596-14 29 

Damage, tax by village to protect utility property from 893 3 
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Section 

Declaration of public convenience and necessity 

1797/n-74, 74/n-74n 33, 34 

Deed of trust, execution of utility plant by municipality. 927-196 17 

Depositions, how taken, expenses 1797m-55 31 

Destruction, levy of tax to protect village utility property 

from, by village 893 3 

Disbursements of light or water department, city treas- 
urer to keep as separate fund 927-1 11 

District 

Attorney, employment of by public utility corpora- 
tion prohibited 4552m 37 

Utility district, establishment of in cities of fourth 

class 959z-l 23 

Division of property between towns and villages 925e 4 

Drain, construction of, necessitating moving machinery 

across right of way 13666 28 

Draw bridge, see Bridge 

Dredge, moving of across right of way of telephone com- 
pany, etc 13666 28 

Dues, light or water, see Rentals 

Easement, see Land or Easement 

Election of water and light commission by council 925-95a 7 

Election on 

Establishment by town or village of water and light 

commission 927-5 14 

Franchise, granting or extending of 926-139 11 

Municipal ownership, ballot 927-15 17 

Purchase or erection of city utility plant, ballot 926-129 9 

Purchase or lease in villages and cities of fourth 

class 927-1, 927-la 11-13 

Electric 

Lighting plant in town, effect on, of territory's incor- 
poration into village 925e 4 

Service, city of fourth class may furnish outside lim- 
its 927-1/n 13 

Transmission lines, interference with other utilities 

by 1797m-102o 36 

Electric light company, see also Public Utility Corpo- 
ration and Public Utility 
Condemnation proceedings by 1778/ 30 

Emergency, tax to protect village utility property 893 3 

Eminent domain, see Acquisition 

Employes of Railroad Commission 1797/n-40, 1797m-106 31,37 
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Section Page 



Excavatio'n in streets , 
/ public service ( 
? municipality by other municipality 959-35h> 20 



By public service corporations 959-35w 20 

Ofr ••••-« - * • — 



Extension of 

Franchise, inoperative first sixty days; submission to 

vote 926-139 11 

Municipal plant, mortgage certificates for 927-196 17 

Plant of gas, electric light or power company, ac- 
quisition of land for 1778/ 30 

Telephone lines 1797/H-74 33 

Fees, witness, allowance of 1797/n-54 31 

Fine for violation of speed limitation over bridge 1323, 1324 25-26 

Flowage rights, acquisition of by public utility corpora- 
tion 1596-14 29 

Franchise 

Failure to exercise, declaration of public convenience 

and necessity required 1797m-74n 34 

For furnishing light or water by city or village under 

special charter 959-49 21 

Inoperative first sixty days, submission to vote 926-139 11 

Issue of, when declaration of public convenience and 

necessity, condition precedent 1797m-74 33 

Ordinance granting or extending, submission to 

vote 926-139 11 

Over state aid highway or bridge, approval by county 

board 1317/n-9 25 

Validation of 1797/n-77/n 34 

When not affected by sec. 1797/n-74 ....1797m-74/n 34 

Frontage, defined .....959-52m 22 

Fund 

For payment of municipal light and water indebted- 
ness to be kept separate 959-49 21 

Of moneys for or from water and light plant to be kept 
separate by town or village 927-5 14 

Remaining as surplus from operation of water plant, 

disposalof by cities of first class .959-52/1 23 

Separate fund to be kept for municipal utilities in 

cities 925-95C 7 

Sinking, to retire city utility bonds 926-131 10 

Surplus income from city utility plant to be kept 

separate for utility bond interest 926-131 10 

Gas company, see also Public Utility Corporation 

Condemnation proceedings by 1778f 30 

Gates, drawbridge to be equipped with 1325/? 26 

Heat company, see Public Utility Corporation 

Heating service,[council may contract for 925-52 6 
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Section Page 
Highway 

Commission, apportionment of operation and main- 
tenance of public bridge between counties by 1325/ 26 

Franchise over state aid highway approval by county 

board 1317/n-9 25 

Wires on, permit for 1329a 28 

Improvements to municipal plant, mortgage certificates 

for 927-196 17 

Income 

From city utility plant, when available for extension 

and improvements 926-131 10 

Of city or village utility plant, provisions 927-1 11 

Indeterminate permit 1797/H-74, 1797/n-77/n 33, 34 

Injunction suspending or staying order of Railroad Com- 
mission 1797/n-66 32 

Inj ury, tax to protect village utility property from 893 3 

Intervenor in action to set aside order of Railroad Com- 
mission 1797/rc-64 32 

Judicial officers, employment of by railroad or public 

utility corporation prohibited 4552m 37 

Land 

Appropriated by utility, limitation of actions against... 4220a 37 

Or easement, acquisition of 

By gas, electric light or power company 1778i 30 

For light or waterworks in city or village 927-1 1 1 

Lease of public utility by city or village, procedure 927-1 1 1 

License, see Franchise 

Light and water department, accounts of 

City : 925-956 7 

City or village : 927-1 11 

Light 

Commission, see Water and Light Commission 
Company, see Public Utility Corporation, and 

Electric Light Co. 
Department of city or village, income of, provisions. .... .927-1 1 1 

Plant, see also Electric Lighting Plant 

Acquisition of land or easement for, in city or 

village 927-1 11 

Acquisition or lease of, by city or village 927-1 11 

City 

Accounts of under water and light commis- 
sion 925-956 7 

Management of 925-95 6 

Purchase or building of by city, election (see also 

under Acquisition) 926-129, 927-1 9, 11 

Revenue from and funds for, separate fund 925-95c 7 

Surplus income from, separate fund to pay utility 

bond interest .-.926-131 10 

Rentals due city or village, payment of 927-1, 927-4 11, 14 
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Section Page 
Lighting service, council may contract for 925-52 6 

Lines 

On town highway, appeal from action on application 

for permit for 1329a 28 

Transmission, maintenance and operation of 1797m-102o 36 

Machinery, dredging, moving of across right of way of 

telephone company, etc 13666 28 

Mains, see also Pipes 

Laying of preceding paving in cities of first class 959-35/ 20 
Provisions relating to construction of mains at ex- 
pense of abutting property owners, apply to mu- 
nicipal plants only 925-106 9 

Water, laying of 

In town or village by adjoining city or village .910 3 

Mileage, allowance of to witnesses 1797/n-54 31 

Mortgage 

Certificates on municipal plants 927-196 17 

To secure payment of municipal utility bonds 926-131 10 

Moving dredging machinery across right of way 13666 28 

Municipal acquisition, see Acquisition 

Municipal bonds, see Bonds 

Municipal or municipality, see also under City; Town; Village 

Municipal 

Ownership 

Election on 927-15 17 

Ordinance relating to, publication of 927-11 16 

Plant 

Additions, etc., to, mortgage certificates for : . .927-196 17 

Location of. 927-11 16 

Municipality 

Acquisition of 

Public utility 927-11 16 

Toll bridge on navigable boundary waters by 1325/n 27 

Authority of to 

Fix tolls on and to regulate municipal bridge 13216 25 

Post notice of lawful speed on municipal bridge 1323 25 

Bonds of, validated where subsequent rehearing and 

redetermination of compensation 927-19/n 18 

Construction of 

Public utility, by 927-11 16 

Toll bridge over navigable boundary water by 1325/n 27 

Funding of utility indebtedness into mortgage cer- 
tificates by 927-196 17 

Liability of, on mortgage certificates 927-196 17 

Navigable waters, 

Construction or acquisition of toll bridge over navi- 
gable boundary waters by municipality 1325/n 27 

Unlawful obstructions in, penalty for 1596 28 
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Section Page 
Notice 

By town supervisors preceding movement of dredging 

machinery across right of way 13666 28 

Of lawful speed on bridge ...1323, 1324 25, 26 

Obstruction 

In navigable waters, penalty for 1596 28 

Of streets, etc. of municipality by 

City or village 959-35o> 20 

Public service corporations 959-35o> 20 

Order of Railroad Commission, action to set aside 1797/H-64 32 

Ordinance relating to proposed municipal ownership, 

publication of 927-11 16 

Ornamental lighting system, provisions for 959-52/n 22 

Paving of streets 

In cities of first class 959-35* 20 

Undergrounding of utility construction preceding in 

in villages 910 3 

Payments, prior payments of orders issued by water and 

light commission, validated 925-95rf 7 

Penalty for 

Fast driving on bridges 1324 26 

Unlawful obstruction in navigable waters. 1596 28 

Violation of speed limitation on bridge 1323, 1324 25, 26 

Permit, see also Franchise 

For construction of lines of wire on town highway 1329a 28 

For obstruction of streets, etc. by public service cor- 
poration 959-35h> 20 

Over state aid highway or bridge, approval by county 
board 1317/n-9 25 

Pipes, see Mains 

Plant, see also Municipal Plant and City Plant 

Of gas, electric light or power company, acquisition 

of land for addition to 1778z 30 

Power company, see also Public Utility Corporation 

Appropriation of land by, action against 4220a 37 

Condemnation proceedings by 1778/ 30 

Property, division of between towns and villages 925e 4 

Publication of ordinance relating to proposed municipal 

ownership 927-11 16 

Public 

Bridge, see Bridge 

Convenience and necessity, see Certificate of, and 

Declaration of 
Service corporation, see also Public Utility Corporation 

Obstruction of streets, etc. of municipality by..959-35u; 20 



Digiti 



zed by G00gle 



48 

Public — Continued Section Page 

Utility 

Accounts of 1797in-13, 1797/71-18 30 

Acquisition of by 

City or village 927-1 11 

Municipality 927-11, 1797/n-82, 1797/n-86/n 16, 35 

Acquisition or construction by city 926-129 9 

Acquisition of necessary land by 927-1 11 

Compensation for municipal acquisition of 

1797/n-82, 1797/n-86/n 35 

Construction of by municipality 927-11 16 

Corporation, see also under Electric, Heating, 
Light, Telephone, and Water, and under 
Public Utility in General 

Acquisition of easement, etc. for construc- 
tion and maintenance of light and water 

works 927-1 11 

Acquisition of water power by 1596-14 29 

Disturbance of property of, by contractor. 959-30o 19 

Duty of to 

Temporarily protect or change struc- 
tures 959-30o 19 

Underground construction on street 
preceding paving in city of first 

class 959-35/ 20 

Employment of city or district attorney by, 

prohibited 4552/n 37 

Obstruction of streets, etc. by 959-35u; 20 

Stockholder in, not eligible for city office 

,- when 976s 24 

Duplication of equipment prohibited, excep- 
tions 1797/n-74 33 

Law not affected by sections 925-956 to 925-95e 

925/ 8 

Maintenance of transmission lines by 1797/n-102o 36 

Purchase by city" or village 927-1 11 

Reports to Railroad Commission 1797/n-18 30 

t Suspension of service by 1797/n-74n 34 

Purchase of utility 

By city or village 927-1 11 

By municipality 927-19/n 18 

Railroad Commission 

Action to set aside order, filing of answer 1797/n-64 32 

Certificate of, required for acquisition by public util- 
ity of dam or water power 1596-14 29 

Contract by city of fourth class for sale of current 

outside limits, supervision of 927-1/n 13 

Counsel, employment of by 1797/77-102 36 

Depositions, power of as to... 1797/n-55 31 

Determination of compensation in municipal ac- 
quisition... 1797/71-82, 1797/72-86/n 35 

Employes of 1797/n-40, 1797/n-106 31, 37 

Gates, etc. on drawbridges, may order erection of 1 325/i 26 

Mortgage certificates, authorization of issue of 927-1 96 17 

Order after rehearing in municipal purchase cases 

validated 927-19/n 18 

Order of, injunctions suspending or staying 1797/71-66 32 

Transmission lines, provision for operation and main- 
tenance of, by 1797/n-102o 36 



Digitized by 



Google 



49 

Section Page 
Rates, see also Rentals 

Initial rates for municipal utility, council may fix 925-98 8 

Referendum ballot on purchase or erection of light or 

waterworks in city under special charter 926-129 9 

Rehearing, orders of commission after rehearing in munici- 
pal purchase cases validated 927-19/n 18 

Rentals 

Collection of, provision for by council 925-98 8 

Light or water in city or village, provisions for pay- 
ment..... 927-1,927-4 11,14 

Water, assessment and collection in cities of first class.. 927-6 16 

Report 

Utilities to file with commission 1797jh-13, 1797/n-18 30 

Water and light commission to file with town or vil- 
lage clerk 927-5 14 

Resolution relating to proposed municipal ownership, pub- 
lication of 927-11 16 

Revenues surplus, expenditure of for improving municipal 

utility in cities of first class 925^-162 6 

Right of way 

Moving dredge or machinery across 1366£ 28 

Transmission lines along or across, maintenance of 

1797/n-102o 36 

Safety devices, drawbridge to be equipped with 1325/? 26 

Sale 

Of current by city of fourth class outside corporate 

limits 927-lm 13 

Terms and conditions of, validated in municipal ac- 
quisition cases after rehearing 927-19/n 18 

Service, suspension of by utility 1797/n-74n 34 

Services, water, laying of preceding street improvement in 

village 910 3 

Servitude, acquisition of, for light or waterworks 927-1 1 1 

Sinking fund to be established to retire city utility bonds 

of municipal utility 926-131 10 

Stock, acquisition of stock of public utility company by 

city or village 927-1 11 

Stock and Bond Law (published separately) 

Stockholder in public utility corporation, when ineligible 

for city office 976s 24 
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Section Page 

Streets 

Improvement of, laying of mains, etc., preceding 

In cities of first class 959-35/ 20 

In villages 910 3 

Lighting* of 

Expense of maintenance of in utility district in 

cities of fourth class 959x-l 23 

Ornamental, provisions for 959-52/n 22 

Obstructions, etc. in, provisions 959-35u; 20 

Supervisors of Town, see Town 

Surplus 

From municipal plants in cities of first class, dispo- 
sition •. < 925?-162, 959-52n 6, 23 

Income from city utility plant, when available for ex- 
tensions and improvements 926-131 10 

Tax 

For improvements in utility districts 959a:- 1 23 

For public utility service furnished to city or village 

under special charter 959-49 21 

On property of municipal utility in city of fourth 

class outside limits 927-1/n 13 

To cover cost of laying water mains and services in 

village 910 3 

To protect municipal utility property in village 893 3 

Unpaid bills for service of municipal utility, treatment 

of as delinquent tax 927-4 14 

Telephone Company, see also Public Utility Corporation 
and under Telephone in General 

Telephone 

Company, appropriation of land by, action against 4220a 37 

Exchange, installation of extension of \1797m-74 33 

Utilities, report of to Commission, when due 1797/n-13 30 

Toll bridge, see Bridge 

Town, see also Municipality 
Board, 

Action of, looking to division of property between 

town and village 925e 4 

Authorization of laying of water mains by ad- 
joining city or village 819rf 3 

Supervisors of to serve notice preceding moving of 

dredging machinery across right of way 136$6 28 

Treasurer of, also ex officio of water and light com- 
mission 927-5 14 

Transmission lines, interference with other utilities by 

1797/n-102o 36 

Trust deed to secure payment of bonds of municipal util- 
ity 926-131 10 

Undergrounding construction 910, 959-35/ 3, 20 

Unit cost, report of to Commission by utilities 1 797/n-l 8 30 
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Section Page 
Utility, see also under Public Utility 

Utility districts, establishment of in cities of fourth class. . .9592-1 23 

Village, see also Municipality 

Acquisition of easements, etc. for construction or 

maintenance of light or waterworks by 927-1 1 1 

Board, 

Authority of as to 

Bond issue for purchase of utility or stock 

in same 927-1 11 

Borrowing money in anticipation of emer- 
gency tax to protect municipal utility 

property 893 3 

Division of property between town and 

village 925c 4 

Ordering of water mains or services laid pre- 
ceding street improvement 910 3 

Ornamental lighting system, provisions 

for 959-52/n 22 

Purchase or lease of utility plant 927-1 11 

Tax levy 

To protect village utility property 893 3 

Upon abutting owners for water mains 
or services laid preceding street im- 
provement 910 3 

Official acts of for conservation of village prop- 
erty in past validated 893 3 

To levy tax to cover light or water service con- 
tracted for in village under special charter 959-49 21 

Clerk of to insert past due rentals in tax rolls 927-4 14 

Elections for lease or purchase of utility, when held.... 927-1 a 13 

Franchise or contract for furnishing light and water 

to, granting of, when village under special charter. . . .959-49 21 
Obstruction of streets, etc. of, by other munici- 
pality 959-35u; 20 

Purchase of light or water works or interest therein 

by 927-1 11 

Treasurer of, ex officio also of water and light com- 
mission 927-5 14 

Water and light commission of 927-1 11 

Vote, see Election 

Water and Light Commission 

Control of city owned utility by 925-95 6 

Control of municipally owned utility by 927-1, 927-5 11, 14 

Creation of by , 

City 925-95a 7 

City or village 927-1 11 

Town or village 927-^5 14 

Election of members by council 925-95a 7 

Moneys appropriated for or collected by, payment of 

to town treasurer 927-5 14 

Of city or village, to audit accounts of department 927-1 11 

Of town or village, to file report with clerk 927-5 14 

Powers of (city) 925-95e 8 

Prior payments of orders issued by, validated 925-95rf 7 

To audit accounts of city owned utilities 925-956 7 
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Section Page 
Water and light fund to be kept by town or village treas- 
urer 927-5 14 ' 

Water Company, see Public Utility Corporation 

Commission, see also Water and Light Commission. . . .927-1 11 

Commission, validation of acts of 927-1 11 

Department of city or village, income of, payment of... 927-1 11 
, For fire protection purposes,. expense of in utility dis- 
tricts in cities of fourth class 959x-l 23 ' 

Mains, see Mains and Pipes 

Plant, dispostion of surplus from operation of, in cities 

of first class 959-52n 23 j 

Plant in town, effect on of territory's incorporation 

into village .*. 925c 4 

Power, acquisition of by public utility corporation... 1596-14 29 

Power Law, (published separately) 

Registrar, office of abolished in cities of first class 927-6 16 

Rentals 

Assessment and collection of in cities of first class. 927-6 16 

Payment of in cities or villages 927-1, 927-4 11, 14 

Works 

Acquisition of lands or easement for in city or village. . . .927-1 1 1 

Acquisition or lease of by city or village 927-1 11 

City ! 
Accounts of, when under water and light com- 
mission 925-956 7 

Management of 925-95 6 

Revenue from and funds for, a separate fund 925-95c 7 

Surplus income from as separate fund to pay util- 
ity bond interest 926-131 10 

Purchase or erection of in city under special charter, 
election 926-129 9 

Wires 

Laying of underground in cities of first class 959-35/ 20 

On town highway application for permit for, action on. 1329a 28 

Transmission, maintenance and operation of 1797m-102o 36 

Witness fees, allowance of 1797/n-54 31 
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